
         COLCHESTER PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

 
NOVEMBER 3, 2009 

 
 
PRESENT:    Tom Mulcahy, Peter Larrabee, Rich Paquette and Pam Loranger 
                        
ALSO PRESENT:  Sarah Hadd, Town Planner  
 
1.  Call to Order  
 
T. Mulcahy called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
2.  Shipman Hill/Town Services Neighborhood Discussion 
 
The Commission and S. Hadd discussed Shipman Hill and the Town Services Neighborhood 
area.  S. Hadd provided the Commission with a spreadsheet listing all of the uses to the north of 
Shipman Hill and the vicinity of the high school.   
 
The Commission agreed on the following rezonings: 

06-022002 R1 to GD1 
66-003003 R1 to GD1 
65-023002 R1 to GD1 
06-021002 R1 to GD1 
06-014002 R1 to GD1 
06-002002 R1 to GD1 
06-001002 R1 to GD1 
06-017012 R3 to GD1 
06-017002 R3 to GD1 
06-016002 R3 to GD1 
06-015002 R3 to GD1 
06-013002 FP/COM to FP/GD1 
06-012002 R1 to GD1 
06-012012 R1 to GD1 
06-011002 R3 to R2 
06-010002 R3 to R2 
06-008002 AGR to R2 
06-009012 AGR to R2 
06-009002 AGR to R2 
 

A motion was made by R. Paquette and seconded y P. Larrabee to warn Supplement 24 for a 
public hearing on December 15, 2009.  The motion passed with a vote of 4- 0. 
 
 



Planning Commission – Minutes – November 3, 2009 

 2

 
3. Review Agricultural Mixed Use Language 
 
The Commission and S. Hadd reviewed the Agricultural Mixed Use district. Areas of discussion 
included, but were not limited to, setbacks, lot coverage, language for AMU, boundaries, 
allowed uses, outdoor and recreational entertainment and Transfer of Development Rights.   
 
The Commission reiterated the need to obtain feedback from the property owners as to what their  
future plans are in terms of use(s) for their property before the Commission can move forward 
with any rezoning 
 
S. Hadd shared with the Commission a letter received from Sheila Brosseau of 524 Malletts Bay 
Avenue asking questions about the setback requirements for new development from their home 
and also about any regulations regarding distance required between a residential use and a 
pesticide or fertilizer being used on an agricultural property. 
 
Additional areas of review and comments included, but was not limited to, the following: 

• review of Section 6.04 – C1 General Sales; 
• presently a property owner can’t open a retail shop; 
• it was suggested that a retail use could be allowed by limiting the percentage to 5% of  the 

total square feet of the lot.  The total square feet of retail space on an AMU lot shall not 
exceed 10,000 sq. ft.; 

• need to redo “Purpose” to expand agricultural use – maintain, enhance and compliment; 
• look at revising C2 to better incorporate into AMU. 
• change F to 1/5 from 1/6; 
• review of “Distribution Facility” definition to make sure it is not just produce grown  
   on the property but could include bringing in  produce/supplies for distribution. 
 

S. Hadd summarized the discussion and review and informed the Commission that she will 
provide updated and additional information to continue the review for the November 17th 
meeting. 
 
4. Review of Chittenden County Regional Plan 
 
Staff provided the Commission with an update on the update process for the Chittenden County 
Regional Plan as well as provided them with review documents from 2006.    
 
5. Minutes of October 20, 2009 
 
A motion was made by R. Paquette and seconded by P. Loranger to approve the minutes of 
October 20, 2009.  The motion passed with a vote of 4 – 0. 
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6. Review Future Agenda 
 
The next meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on November 17th. 
 
7. Packet Information 
 
The Commission reviewed the information that they received in their packets. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to be brought before the Commission, a motion was made and 
seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All members of the Commission present voted in favor of the 
motion and the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Minutes taken and respectfully submitted by Lisa Riddle. 
 

 
Approved this 17th day of November 2009 

 
______________________________     ______________________________ 
 
______________________________     ______________________________ 
 
  ______________________________     Planning Commission 


